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HIGHWORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 
of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  for  the  Year, 1943* 


Mil 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Highworth  Rural  District  Council. 

Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

In  presenting  my  report  on  the  health 
of  the  District  in  1943  it  is  satisfactory  to  say  that 
the  general  health  has  been  good,  in  spite  of  the  War 
condi t ions . 

Diphtheria  continues  to  show  the  great 
benefit  of  immunization,  as  the  four  cases  occurred  in 
persons  not  so  treated. 

Scabies  has  been  the  chief  cause  of 
anxiety,  but  shows  a decrease  in  December. 

I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 


ROBERT  P.  BEATTY. 
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HIGHWORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT 


COUNCIL. 


GENERAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

FOR  THE  YEAR,  1943 . 


Section  A - Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 

Rateable  Value  £98,923* 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  £ 400:  14:  0 


There  have  been  no  alterations  in  the  Social 
Conditions  during  194-3* 


Section  B.  - The  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  Area 

has  not  been  altered,  with  the  one  exception, 
viz:*-  the  County  Authorities  have  founded  a 
Laboratory  at  the  Swindon  and.  District  Isolation 
Hospital . 

NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  (other  than  Tuberculosis)  during  1943* 

Details  are  given  in  the  Table  at  the  end,  showing 
age,  incidence  and  distribution  in  the  several  Parishes,  as 
well  as  the  number  of  admissions  to  Hospital. 

GANGER,  Surgical  treatment  is  given  at  the  Swindon 
Victoria  Hospital  and  the  Great  Western  Medical  Fund  Society1 
Hospital,  in  Swindon,  and  at  St .Margaret 1 s Hospital,  Stratton 
St .Margaret . 

A monthly  clinic  at  the  Victoria  Hospital  is  held, 
to  arrange  for  Radium  and  Deep  X Ray  Therapy,  by  a Specialist 
from  Bristol  General  Hospital. 

Deaths  from  Cancer  wore  distributed  in  age  groups 


as  follows :~ 

Years . 

23  to  35  0 

35  to  43  • • • • ....  1 

45  to  55  ....  ....  4 

55  to  65  3 

65  and  upwards  ....  12 


PREVENTION  OF  BLINDNESS. 

No  action  has  been  necessary  under  Section  60  of 
the  Public  Health  Act,  1925. 
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TUBERCULOSIS.  No  action  has  been  required  under  the  Public 
Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  Regulations,  1925,  or  unde. 
Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925. 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  during  1943  are  shown  in  the 
following  table:- 
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TABLE  SHEWING  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  1943. 
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VI3ITS  AND  INSPECTIONS,  I 043. 


House  inspections 

House  disinfections  

Infectious  Disease 

Houses  fumigated  * * ’ ' * ’ ‘ ’ 

Nuisances  . 

on  producers  premises 
Bakehouses 

W el  1 s . 


Miscellaneous  . * 

Appii cants  for  tenancies  of  Council ’houses /!  I 

nats  & Mice  (Destruction)  Act  

Dairies  & Cowsheds..., 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA . 

WATER. 

. P)/llc  water  supplies  are  provided  by  the  District 
Councii  m the  parishes  of  Castle  Eaton,  portion  of  BlunsdoJ 

portion  of  Hannington,  Highworth 

watir  s^rdiddlngt0n’  Wanborou6'h  and  Wroughton.  In  addition 
n?ri  hoohi  Is  ?re  provlded  by  the  Swindon  Corporation  in  the 

111 5 tehhStiCf  CommlsBioners  in  the  parish  f?  BLSops tone 
All  the  public  water  supplies  are  constant/  -lsnoPStone. 

supplies  a?IesunniinJ  h2i/es  s,uPPlled  from  public  water 

and  the  remaini^ft^J  he  x/r^s  dlrectly  to  the  houses 
one  remaining  ofc  by  means  of  standpipe. 

anrmlv  during  ?be  year  a scheme  for  augmenting  the  water 
apply  at  Highworth  was  completed  and  put  into  operation 

parish  of  BfStn8  J?f  providing  a public  water  supSyhn'the 

to  Bltnsdon  SSnBl^sZdoaJrS  an  ef enslon  of  the  water  mai 
for  immediate  carrying  out?  W’  received  approval 

a portion  of ISlundfL^/f |r  Was  ®uffered  in  South  Marston  an 
private  wells?1  St, Andrew,  whicn  are  supplied  from 

. Periodical  samples  from  public  and  private  water 

thTAti  Sr»$fS  *‘tcn  ttr  ^-lological  eSSnaJS  ™d 
case  of  public  water  the  purity  has  been  satisfactory. 

i o hard  and  n cha/?-ct®r  of  the  water  in  the  whole  of  the  area 
action?  accordingly  not  liable  to  have  plumbo-solvent  " 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

v 4-  Tnree  notices  have  been  served  durjns?  thr  -mn-n  -t-n 

abate  pollution  of  streams,  these  have  been  ooVied^Uh 
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drainage  and  sewerage. 

without  '^vn°us  sewa§e  w°rks  have  been  carried  out 
without  complaint  during  the  year. 

SCAVENGING. 

Refuse  collection  is  carried  out  in  the  whole  of 
workmen  S mhpln  by  the  Council's  own  lorries  and 

situate*at  q?r.=tJo0dQ^  M sp0sal  ls  by  refuse  tip.  This  is 
situate  at  otratton  St# Margaret# 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT. 

r,nt a +-U  Durtng  .the  year  59  premises  have  been  freed  from 
rats  by  the  action  of  the  Council's  officials. 

SHOPS  ACT,  1934. 

nhmro  a ,-» +•  ,0nf  n°Hce  was  served  to  remedy  a breach  of  the 
a ove  Act  during  the  year.  This  was  complied  with. 

ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS. 

. . , T®n  houses  have  been  dealt  with  to  disinfest  from 

,,Th<!  Vh0lC  0f  theec  Eire  P^vatcly  o„n el. 

3 station  is  carried  out  by  the  local  authority. 

infestation  of  th 7rC&  the  Counoll's  officials  to  prevent 

tenants*1  T?fhi?  r,22UhCl1  8 housos  visiting  the  prospective 

household  o«oo?e  d^i^hf *°  alSlnfMt  ^ 8uoh 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

district  cowkeePers  and  dairymen  in  the 

milk  in^ivtvftf  °f  thG8e  are  Producing  tuberculin-tested 
mill!:  and/sixty-nine  are  producing  accredited  milk. 

meat  . 

. . . All  meat  supplied  to  butchers  in  the  district  io 

slaughter?^  0UtSlde  th°  and  inepeSJe^thr^c^of 

fennri  cn  t.  Fouf  hundred  and  fifty-five  pounds  of  beef  was 

con  eumpt  Iordan  ^destroyed.  unwh°leeome  *»«  «mm  for  hua,an 

,m.u  . . The  following  food  was  found  to  be  unsound  and 

foreman ufcctman  consu“Ption-  That  which  was  found  to  be  fit 
or  manufacture  or  animal  feeding  was  so  disposed  of. 


Margarine 

Baco  n 

Pearl  barley.. 
Corned  beef. . . 
Corned  mutton. 
Condensed  milk 
Rice 


66  lbs. 

44  " 

56  11 

174  n 
24  " 

167  » 
200  11 
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